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 Good evening honorable Councilmembers. My name is Jeannette Feldner and I serve as 
chair of the Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee (WUDAC). On behalf of the 
Committee, I’d like to thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the proposed FY 
2012 budget.  
 
 WUDAC represents and advocates for the business and residential communities of 
Wheaton, with support from the Mid-County Regional Center and the Wheaton Urban District 
staff.  That same staff supports the Wheaton Urban District, which has no staff of its own. The 
staff also supports WUDAC by attending and keeping records of meetings.  
 

The County Executive proposes a consolidation of the regional service centers, the Office 
of Community Partnerships, the Human Rights Commission, and the Commission for Women 
into what will be called The Office of Community Engagement, which will be served by shared 
staff across the County. WUDAC does not see how this shared staff can possibly benefit these 
groups with the varied and specific missions and people they serve. 
 

It makes the most sense to WUDAC to retain at least one staff member for each group, as 
these employees are trained and experienced in the needs of their community. In Wheaton, we 
need our support staff desperately.  Without them, our Clean and Safe Team may need to do their 
own administrative tasks, reducing their effective time on the streets keeping our urban district 
clean and safe. This team works exclusively within the central business district to provide a safe 
and inviting environment for its residents, visitors and the business community. 
 

We’re moving forward with the Wheaton redevelopment efforts. Safeway will break 
ground soon. The Washington Property is close to starting up. B.F. Saul is working with the 
community to come up with a plan that best suits the business and residents of Wheaton. There is 
much to do to coordinate these efforts and keep Wheaton moving in the right direction. WUDAC 
and the Wheaton Urban District really need support staff, like now, who have the experience and 
knowledge to make this redevelopment happen.  
 

WUDAC asks that you retain experienced staff in each part of the Office of Community 
Engagement, and most especially the Mid-County Regional Center and Wheaton Urban District, 
so that they may work together and find common ground to support each other’s missions. 
 

WUDAC thanks you for your continued support and recognition of the needs of our 
eclectic and wonderful community of Wheaton. 
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